ROMANCE, COMEDY, SATIRE

children, puppets, and knowing talking animals. Jonah (1925),
telling the story of a single prophet, had much to say about
all prophets, or poets, and their fortunes. In The Bishop's
Wife (1928), There Is Another Heaven (1929), The Orchid
(1931), One More Spring (1933) the scene was commonly
the New York of cathedrals, theaters, parks, clergymen,
scholars, artists, and their restless women and agreeable chil-
dren. Nathan was here as quiet and pellucid as in his pas-
torals, though his satire came nearer being topical. One More
Spring, in which a group of philosophical unfortunates live
in Central Park because they have no place else to go, was a
touching idyl of the depression in its worst year. Road of
Ages (1935) imagined all the Jews of Europe, driven from
home, moving in a desperate migration back to Asia. The
doctrinaire critics in the thirties who abused Wilder for not
dealing with what they considered real life, also abused
Nathan. But he had created a charming world and charm-
ingly peopled it, and his little world would lightly outlast,
like the Grimms' or Andersen's, most of the critical con-
troversies.

Criticism regularly overlooked Thorne Smith (1892-1934)
though he had a distinctive talent and an engaging vein. His
novels were all farce and fantasy, perpetual gay adventures
in a fluid universe. In Topper (1926) and Topper Takes a
Trip (1932) several of the characters, including a dog, are
disreputable, delightful ghosts who appear and disappear in
the story as they like. The hero of The Stray Lamb (1929) is
changed with Ovidian facility into a horse or any other con-
venient animal. Statues from a museum come alive in The
Night Life of the Gods (1931) and magnificently enjoy them-
selves in Manhattan. In Turnabout (1931) a husband bears a
child while his wife supports him. In The Bishop's Jaegers
(1932) the chance-met passengers on a lost ferry boat find a
bewildering haven in a nudist colony. Anything can happen,
almost everything does. Thorne Smith's favorite hero is a
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